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The Golden Era
Auto Racing Club
promotes the
preservation of the
racing and sports|
cars of the golden
age of Australian
motor sport, to the
end of the era in
the early 1960s.

GEAR organises
non-competitive
Drive Days for
the pleasurable
use and
enjoyment of the
cars in a safe,
regulated,
affordable and
social motoring
environment.

Presi dent

I he day of the August meeting was In my understanding GEAR did not come

wet and windy and | am into being for one single purpose. A major

considering ordering a fur lined  objective was to protect the early cars,
racing suit to possibly combat the especially the Australian Specials which
conditions we sometimes have to endure were an important part of our motor racing
at Goulburn. history, and we must remain true to this

ideal and ensure that these cars always take
precedence. As well, it was to get away
from pages of rules, over regulation,
bureaucracy, high costs and so on. It was
One of the things the Committee is also about camaraderie and the social side
considering at the moment is a road trip  of things, and anybody who has attended

to Queensland in 2010 to compete ina  the pre GEAR day Tuesday night get

GEAR event, possibly followed by a together will have experienced this in large
further historic meeting at Queensland  doses. Another objective was to provide a
Raceway or Lakeside. These events  venue for drivers of varying abilities to

A smaller than usual field allowed us
more track time, some as long as1d
laps. Bewdiful!!

would not conflict with our normal exercise their cars in a safe, controlled,
GEAR events but would be extras. nornrcompetitive manner. As things stand
The word is certainly spreading about right now | feel that we are achieving all of
GEAR. Over the last four GEAR events T hi s . T you donot

we have had approximately three new changes need to be made to the way we are
drivers attend per meeting. It is greatto currently operating or if you are happy

see the Club growing. The new membersWith the way things are, please pass your
will undoubtedly bring with them fresh thoughts on to me or another Committee

thoughts and ideas which will add to the Member. After all, it is your club and it

flavour of GEAR. needs to be run in accordance with your
wishes because without you, there is no

No doubt many of you have heard that  |,p.

numbers of members expressed their

concerns about eligibility during the As always, many thanks to all the

August meeting volunteers that braved the wintry

] _ conditions to enable another great GEAR
Since then, | have received numerous day to happen, you are priceless.

phone calls and emails regarding
eligibility. As | Hawpbhelmgtofagaeddaypr j ver 6 s
Briefing, | give my word fairness and Prez Baz.

integrity coupled with compliance with
the constitution, common sense and
what 6s best for GE, Coolflaggies atthe top of the circuit | n
every organisation there are differences
of opinion as to what is best and GEAR s
no different. We have members that feelf
that the eligibility criteria needs to be S
tightened up, some that think it should bet
relaxed a little and others that think that [

things are perfect the way they are.

Let me reiterate that individuals can
make recommendations, however they = ssaasn —
still need the approval and backing of the
Committee as a whole, and the =

ST

Committee is answerable to the memberwm’i'




big thank you from

THANK YOU
Laraine, Gil and John

l \ (sub committee of

GEAR) to all the sponsors who
supported, by donation, the™.0
anniversary celebrations of
GEAR back in June.

Namely, Mal and Helen
Biddlecombe, Kate and Peter of
Dutaillis Goulburn Saddlery,
Goulburn Railway Bowling Club,
Mi ke of Mi keods
Navybox School of Motorsport,
Matthew Ronke of Wakefield
Park, Alpine Heritage Motel,
Janita at Green
Paragon Café.

We also would like to thank Neil
from the Bowling club for driving
the PCYC bus to shuttle members
to and from Wakefield Park, to all
who contributed photos to display
the history of GEAR and to all

the members and their family and
or friends who helped in any way.
We will not try and name these as
we do not want to miss a single
one.

YOU NEED ANEW CAR

WHEN...
Y our passenger seat is 0
Instead of an air bag, there is a

the National Register of
Historic Places.

whoopee cushion taped to your|

steering wheel.

to a 14 year old on a moped.

The 15 minute Quick Oil Chan

When you fuel up, the attendan
asks, "Can | reluct tape that

OnindshididStdr Jor @ nd 1

Thieves repeatedly break in you
car just to steal the "Club Lock."

While sitting at a stop light,
people keep running up to you
and asking if anyone was hurt.

For the last five years, you've h
to settle for making "vroom,
vroom" noises while in the

You keep losing girlfriends on
right turns.

O

Traffic reporters start referring t
you by name when discussing
peak hour bottle necks.

You lose the stoplight challenge

M8eBsd keep Yolr car for 3 days.

driveway.

GEAR Dates
2009

December 2

Christmas meeting
and AGM

January 11 2010
"The Goulburn
Bowl"
commemorating th
1927 Australian

Grand Prix.

he committee met on the

Committee Meeting
I Tuesday evening before
the August Drive Day and

considered the following matters

Dates for 2010 Lisa will schedule
as many as possible during school
holidays.

A member suggested that the
GEARBOX Editor and event
secretary be full members of the
committee. The Editor is now a
member exofficio by decision of the
Committee and a member of the
committee is usually event secretary,
so the committee decided to stay
with the present arrangement for the
time being. The Committee also

decided to invite the immediate past

GEAR

president to be a member-eKicio.

Changes to the constitution would be

required to make these people full
members.

The committee was very much
aware of
eligibility and the variations in
understanding. The committee
decided that it was appropriate for
the Eligibility Committee to
complete its work. The Eligibility

me mber 6s

As at July 31 the funds of the Club
amounted to $24,490. The financial
outcome from the Oran Park meeting
greatly exceeded expectations.

Fodr Rl tEmbers wefd I?ac%el[f)t%d:

Richard Worboys, Kevin Jones, Jeff
Hodges and Graeme Ward

An archive will be established with a
full set of posters and copies of the

Committee has the responsibility for GEARBOX.

making decisions in the first instance

and their decisions should bring
clarity to the issue.

Wyong Council called for
submissions relating to the idea of
developing a motorsport facility in

The Committee was very thankful to the Wyong Council area. A

all those involved in the 10
Anniversary meeting and

particularly to those who organised

the dinner, which was a splendid
occasion.

submission was made on behalf of
GEAR. *

*See Report on page 15



MRt o MANUE

WHERE WINNERS STAY

197 Braidwood Rd, Goulburn NSW 2580 Australia
Ph: 02 4822 8414 @ Fax: 02 4822 8424 * Mob: 0417 462 664

Michael Navybox — Host
www. mikesmanor.com

WANT TO RUN AT THE NEXT GEAR DAY?
PLEASE CONTACT LISABY:
Monday 12th October 2009

Tuesday is too late as she is on the road!!!!
Phone(02) 4960 9617
Email: lisamgb@hotmail.com
Leave your name, phone number, car details (make, colour, number) so the groups can be sorted before the day
PLEASE NOTE:

YOU STILL NEED TO HAND IN YOUR COMPLETED ENTRY FORM ON THE DAY

The next GEARBOX
will be published mid November
The deadline for group reports, articles, letters etc is
1st November 2009.
Please get your contribution to us by this date to enable us to post the newsletter o
on time.
Send all correspondence to:

THE EDITOR, GEARBOX
6 Robertsons Road,

Kalimna West. Vic. 3909.
Phone / fax (03) 5156 3339

IIIIIIIIIIIIIEIIIIIII

NEWEmail: johnandjune@bordernet.com.au

Please DO NOBend articles, address change and so on to Lisa. She then has to send them on to Es
and this can cause undue delays in having them inserted into the Gearbox. Thank ydsJ Ed. g
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERMN




GROUP A- Racing Cars 12th August 2009
Entrants Bob Fisher in the Bobken Special

Mal Brewster 1956 HDL Holden Special 7 Silver / Blue

Hugh Crockett 1932 Henry 8th V8 Special 7 Cream

Bob Fisher BobKen Special 44  Yellow

Graham Hawker 1959 Kam MG 61 Red

Ron Hillery Stag VW Special 90 VYellow/ Blue

Tim Lewis 1956 MG Jewitt Special 10 Green

David Medley 1960 Hamilton Holden S. C. 138 Aluminium

John Medley 1962 Elfin Catalina 24  Blue

Peter Mohacsi Clifford F Vee 48 Red Event 27 Catalina Capers

Ken Reidy 1956  Kenbob Austin Spl 40 Red (Nominated time event)

Dean Whitehouse Model T Ford 4 Red Memory fails me about this event but |
Rick Senior 1964 RuKus 32  Blue/ Silver presume there was moisture on the track.

This would explain
A nother sultry changeable day unable to control the car under brakes  to achieve their nominated times. An

weatherwise, which promised to and spun at turn 2 at th
play havoc wit hendabféhe straighttasd | Ken Reidy in the Kenbob, Phil Speer in the MG

events, but fortunately did not deliver  suspecting a flat or Short Special, Graham Hawker in the KAM MG,
and only caused minor problems with  deflating tyre pulled out David Medley in the Hamilton SC and Peter
intermittent rain evenly spread among  before recording a time Mohacsi in the Clifford Vee

the four groups, shfarniinsghitnhge a

around. In fact the weather did not cast Drat! The other A grade

as great a pall ov eppwetechomand they 6 ¢

as did the running sore that is the results were:

eligibility issue. Recent printed st .
comments and pit lane rumours caused I%IDIFASI eB(E%VIVSter in the |
more angst during the day than the pec

weather ever could! The sooner this 2" Ron Hilary in the
issue is resolved to the satisfaction of the Stag VW Special
majority rather than the minority of club _4 C ]
members the sooner we can get back to 3 Peter Mohacsi in the

the fun and camaraderie that is the Clifford Vee
REAL GEAR! Highlights of this event were the exception was the Rainmeister Rooster
Brewster who managed to achieve a
Group A Dummy Grid time more than 2 and a half seconds

faster than his nominated tirmeery
impressive!! Having failed to nominate a
time due to chasing what turned out to
be a brake problem, | of course did not
figure in the results, but at least did get
in some enjoyable but frenetic laps and
finished the event. Taking home the
lollies were Peter Mohacsi in the
Clifford Vee who apparently

sweetened (sic) his nomination with

Ma | Brewster driving
Special in the loop

reappearance of Hugh Crocket i
Event 17 Warwick Park Henry the Eighth, the debut of Bq
Remembered Fisher and Ken
creation the Bobken Special bei
6Defragged6 by
Dean Whitehouse in the Fort T
Indy Special mixing it with the
Quicks ( More on this later?!)

After the damp track of early practice,
Event 1 presented the participants with
a dry track and cool moist air which
promised good times and whilst most
did achieve the expected results | was

n



some chocolates for the timing ladies Highlight of the event was the sight of DEBT HANDLING TODAY
and still won it on performance alone! Dean Whitehouse in the Indy Ford T . . .
(nominated 1.22 and did 1.23.19) This  Special powering past the Rooster in the| It iS the month of June, in a little
was followed by John Medley in the HDL Speciall To be fair to Mal he was ~ |town on the shores of the Black Sea.
Elfin Catalina (nominated 1.18 did facing in the wrong direction atthetime || t 6 s r ai ning and t
1.19.35) and Bob Fisher in the KenBob  and that was the most likely cause of so |totally deserted, Times are tough,
(nominated 1.25, did 1.27.12) much of the whites of his eyes showing. | everybody is in debt, living on
Rick Senior in the Rukus and Dean In any event the Gods smiled on - credit. But one day a rich overseas
i i imyself in the Rukus being first past ourist comes to town. He enters the
Whitehouse in Mart'thﬁ&&at r%%ft%ge%ﬂs Tt :
Special time followed by a fast closing Dean only hotel, lays a 100 Euro note or
Whitehouse in the Indy T Ford and the counter, _and. goes to mspekct thf
Bob Fisher in the KenBob. rooms upstairs, in order to pick one.
" Another highlight for me on the day The hotel proprietor immediately_
- was the opportunity to practice and | takes the note and runs to pay his
participate in event one at the wheel | debt to the butcher
~“of Richard Tayl or
which whilst it osﬂ%B C}% é"geg %%"*?f uns
idea of pretty is a more than to pay ebt to t € pig farmer
<l competent track performer. The The farmer takes the note and runs
to pay his debt to the feed supplier.
Hugh Crockett driving his Henr :
Event 37 Amaroo Park Alive g8th V8 Special ingthe . y The feed supplier takes the note and
( Rolling Start Elapsed Time) P P runs to pay the prostitute.
A very damp (some might say wet) The prostitute takes the note runs to
track and mechanical attrition pay her debt to the hotelier for the
narrowed down the field to seven _ rooms sheds hired,
starters who proceeded to entertain
crowds with various spins, rotations The hotel proprietor then lays the
and ground loops which served to 100 Euro note back on the counter
spread the cars evenly around the so that the rich American will not
track to_ a_lvoid the possibility of a suspect anything.
photo finish.
R S At tha% moment the tourist comes
caros abil ity tdo(%/vn affjer mspectlng lﬁme rooms and
in the Stag VVi\; ?r?e‘}i'il '\;allr:&GGraham Hawker | withpno sign of the that he did not like any of the rooms,
€ dreaded jacking oversteer and leaves town.
which VWs are fabled for, No one earned anything. However,
' makes for a most enjoyable . .
. the whole town is now without debt
ride and proves that Dr. : )
Porsche got it right in the and is able tp I(_)ok to the future with
30s. It also gives an insight | Plenty of optimism.
3\;. t %I' tW.h yf tG rde 9 A GtkIadfes &hd gentlemen, is
IS S0 bistering fast and | 5\ governments are doing business
why Formula Vees can tod
achieve so much with so oday.
little horsepower. i
. Electronic Gearbox.
Finally and
Driverso Briefing most Some time ago expressions of interest
importantly were sought from members who may
my most like to receive their issue of the Gearbox
@ heartfelt electronically.
i mgggs 0 At that time, there were only one or two
: people who were interested, most people
9 wonderful :
volunteers preferring the hard copy, but as now
more members seem to have emalil

8 who make it : .

: addresses it was thought the question
possible for hould b ked X
" s to enjoy should be asked again.

g ourselves as Please let us know if this is something
much as we you would like by contacting the Editor
do at GEAR. at

| johnandjune@bordernet.com.au
Rick Senior.




GROUP B- Sports & Tin Tops 12th August 2009

Entrants

Gavin Black 1963 Rae Rodent Clubman 8 Yellow
Richard Cardew 1962  Sunbeam Alpine 86 Blue

John Dunkley 1965  Alfa Romeo Giulia Super 7 White

Colin Goldsmith 1958 A Healey 3000 80 Blue

Alex Huszti 1961  AH Sprite (Joyce) 88 Blue

Geoff King 1962  AH Sprite 93  Silver

John Lamond TR2 11 Red

John Millhouse 1958  AH Sprite 161 Blue

John Moody 1963  Sunbeam Alpine 21  Yellow
Graham Phillips 1964  AH Sprite 7 Orange

Ron Rogers 1957  Austin A35 35 Green/ Yellow
Carl Stevenson 1963  Morris Major 191 Grey/White
John Titcume 1958  Morris Major 58 Pink/ Grey
Dennis Tobin 1960  Sunbeam Alpine 140 Red

hose of up who sometimes
I get up towards the pointy | Ron Rogers in the Austin A35, Richard
end of our event were both| Cardew in the Sunbeam Alpine and Joh

pleased and dis Millhouse in his AH Sprite.
possible) to find Greg Mackie & th
Porscheish VW absent. This
allowed Graham Phillips in his ver
guick Sprite, A
Sprissan, Colin Goldsmith in the b
Healey, John Millhouse in the
nicely-driven Sprite and your
6Oumbl e scribe t
worrying about
Stevenson was apparently drivingg
this time without a passenger rode
Gavin Black circulated ihis
Rodent; Richard Cardew and Den
Tobin were circulating very briskly
in their Alpines; John Titcume
vigorously exercised the venerable
Major and John Lamond is plotting
some power improvements for his nice
handling TR2.

group was lucky to enjoy a largely dry
tracki unlike Group E, who had some

a chronic lack of retardation with some
new brake pads in the first 2 events; but
they eventually came good for a nice
joust just keeping out in front of the

field with Graham Phillips lurking close
behind (too generously let me past) in
the last event.

Occasional rain gained the attention
through the day and created some
dummygrid apprehension, but our

Geoff King in the AH Sprite, Dennis Tobin in the
Sunbeam Alpine and Colin Goldsmith in the Austin
Healey 3000

There was considerable
concern and debate
about the proposed
tighter eligibility

criteria, that would
certainly decimate (and
almost eliminate)
current Group B

4 [ runners.

Notwithstanding the
apparent results at the
finish line, after suitable
massaging by Lisa, the
| results were:

Carl Stevenson in his Morris
Major, Graham Phillips in his AH
Sprite and Alex Huszti in Rod

Joyceobs

AH

1. Warwick Farm Rememberedi
spaced grid start

Alex Huszti
Graham Phillips
John Dunkley

Spr i

Sprissan/ Nissprite

Sprite
Alfa Guilia Super

very wet outings. The A35 suffered from "

John Lamond in the TR2 and
John Titcume in the Morris
Major.

2. Catalina Capersi spaced
grid start

Colin Goldsmith Healey 3000

Gavin Black Rae Rodent

Richard Cardew

3.

Sunbeam Alpine

Amaroo Park alivel massed

rolling start (some of us like these)

Ron Rogers

Carl Stevenson
(ratless)

John Titcume

Ron Rogers

Austin A35

Morris Major

Morris Major




GROUP C- Racing Cars 12th August 2009

E t t There had been a bit of playing between
n ran S the Prez and the Kenbob Special going
Peter Lubrano 1947  MGTC Jack Evans Special 12  Green/Silver ~ Oninthe wet. Then, the prez

Col Masterson 1928  Austin 7 Wasp 17 Red intimidated" the Kenbob into leading on
Barry Parsons 1963  BHS Spl 19  Red the '”f'de “?m“ghttthe 'I"”"l a':ﬂ next,
Greg Snape BobKen Special 44  Yellow even travetling pretty slowly, the

Kenbob was a bit off line and a bit on

Philip Speer 1947 MG Short Special 82  Yellow motorbike tyres and a bit off the track.
Richard Taylor 1960 VW Special 18  White / Black Cunning bugger that Prez!
Martin Whitehouse 1922 Indy Ford T Special 4 Red
Ken Reidy 1956  Kenbob Austin Spl 40 Red By default the real winner should be
Richard Taylor in the VW Special.
ARWICK EARM Prez Barry Parsons in his BHS Special

back straight. The driver tried
REMEMBERED valiantly to pull into the apex but,
The track was cold, the day ~ speed kills, and the car went off on
was clear and sunny. Everything was  the inside.
fine and many had decided to drop their \yphie all this excitement was going
tyre pressures after the testing session. on, Col Masterton in the Austin 7
Philip Speer in his YELLOW MG Short | Wasp won the chocolate,
Special and Richard Taylor in his VW | cATALINA CAPERS  After

Special lunch the track was still cold, the

is through the loop

# windy. The standard flag point,

“ start and marshalling area uniformly The following GEARISMS are
was Antarctic summer trekking wear

N o 4 suggested.
with several fashionistas sporting _
Russian or Russian type fur hats. 1. Be cautious around yellow cars.
Generally drivers plans to get some 2. Outdoor volunteers need

heat into their tyres were defeated by balaclavas in their winter kit.
- Itlhe Weatr;)er con(cjj|t|olr|1$. Hg}:jvever, a ) Good timekeepers can make
| remember being at the back of a group Yellow car (battered yellow) did a tyre anybody a winner.

that went slowly — - heating job at the end

into fish hook Col Masterson in his Austin 7 | of the straight in a Greg Snape in the YELLOW
corner. Driving Wasp exits the loop. forceful pirouetting Bobken Special

times were pretty B —= > manoeuvre that the

ordinary. There "~ |judges said was

must have been a , . : ~ | promising but not up to
of mirror usage as | == [ N - |the now established
drivers struggled to]  m SSEEE - | Brian Franks standard
settle and avoid of excellence.

being overtaken or

to set up for deservedly won the

overtaking. engraved chocolate as

A bright yellow car, in an effort to he was probably the Group C driver In conclusion, whoever thought of and
protect its leading position accelerated ~ most exposed to the cold up there on the produced the urn of pumpkin soup for
up to the right hander leading onto the ~ Model T Ford. the closing ceremony was brilliant.

AMAROO PARK ALIVE The track was
Tim Lewis in the MG Jewitt Special | cold then slippery, the day was
and Peter Lubrano in his MGTC | threatening cloudy then wet. Officially | Martin Whitehouse enters the loop
Jack Evans Special won this race and | can tell you all abo in his Indy Ford T Special
it because my dance partner was in the
shed and | was watching from inside th
warm, top deck of the control tower.

Peter Lubrano

Everything was pretty standara bright
= yellow car did the job and went off on
the inside of the track in the middle of =
H the fish hook. Then the rain came and |
Col Masterton did a ditto..




GROUP E- Newcomers 12th August 2009

Tony Dorrell and Rod Joyce

out and let a little mud spray on the side

Entrants

Jeff Hodges 1961 Nota Sportsman 61 Red

Kevin Jones 1940 Kerr 610 ( pad0 s AAluminium

Rod Joyce 1961 AH Sprite MK I 88 Blue

Jim Keel Renault Special 18 Blue

Greg Snape BobKen Special 44  Yellow

Ken Reidy 1956 Kenbob Austin Spl 40 Red

Tony Dorrell Monaco HS6 13 Green

John Stanfield Alpine 140 Red

Rick Senior 1960 VW Special (Taylor) 18 White / Black
ell Tuesday rolls around and
the prep jobs must be done in Jim Keel in his Renault Special
the rain. Glad | slept in and

was | ate getting to
so | missed out (sometimes owners can
be so nice).

Group E Grid

soothe my nerves at my first GEAR
meeting (first time participant long time

of the car. The owner upon seeing this
had a change of mind about his car
Reging so old, you
was brand new with what he said.
(The Pres doesnodt
Oh yeah | picked up a first.

= Amaroo Park Alive: Have to go off
the recorded result for this as it was
_raining that hard
who was in front of me the most.
Official results £ Tony Dorrell,
Monaco HS6, % Smiley Jim Keel,
Reno Spl, and'8Jeff Hodges, Nota
Sportsman.

voyeur). Wednesday, up and wg
two cars (one which | was
reminded ,was really old). Well,
on to the meet.

Moving on to Wakefield through rain
and snow, yes we got snow, | was

Tony Dorrell in his Monaco HS6

John Stanfield in the Alpine, Jeff Hodges
in the Nota Sportsman and Rick Senior in

Ri chard Tayl or 6s

Warwick Farm
Remembered Well |

did get to see the rear
all cars in the class at
some stage, some mor
than once. A brilliant
finish by John Stanford
in his alpine, Ken Reidy|
in the Sprite and Phil
Speer in the Short
Special. | decided |
would like to spend more time
continually reminded of the age ofthe  on the track so | took it slow and easy,
car | was going to drive. Evening comes (the Austin is very old).

and a few settling beverages pass to

Catalina Capers: A brilliant contest
allowing one to use their SKILL to
judge what the weather will be and
allow them to alter their times

Rod Joyce in his AH Sprite MklI

To all that drove with me on the day
thank you for your time and hope that
you enjoyed yourself as much as | did.
Hope to see all around the tracks soon..

Kev Jones

accordingly. | think | had an
advantage over the others in my
group as | did not own the car and
the owner had told me it was very
Mol d and | didnot
easy in the rain. A second (most
cautious) to Jim Keel in his well
-~ | presented, (should be very proud),-
Reno Special and a goof ® Greg
Snape in the Bobken special. | did
try the drifting abilities of the Austi

TN

Kevi Jones in

n

c

r

t
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Volunteers - 12th August 2009

Scrutineers Flags Event Secretary Timers Office

Barry Parsons Phil Sim Lisa TobinSmith Barry Sainsbury Barbara Masterson
Rick Senior Barry Bates Course Control Barbara Masterson Lisa TobinSmith
Rod Joyce John Lackey Pogo Thomson Marie Senior Laraine Hoy

Greg Snape Rees Mackay Ambos Laraine Hoy P.A.

Dummy Grid Wes McCulloch Wanda Kliniki Margaret Reidy David Clarke

Gil Whitehouse Paddy Martin Michael Rigo Sue Whitehouse Driving Standards
John Barnett Leigh Bowman Tow Truck Rosamond Mohacsi Mal Brewster
Start Pat 2 Dogs Llew Robb Photos Chaplain

John Partridge Jeremy Stewart Roger Gates Richard Cormick

02 9638 1037
www.nrgauto.com.au
30 Antoine Street, Rydalmere. NS\W PANIS

MIG & TIG WELDING
ENGINE REBUILDING
ENGINE TUNING
CAR ELECTRICAL




A Blast From The Past

mmy Davis in the winning Benjafield / Davis Bentley near Arnage. Le Mans twenty four hour
ace in 1927.

M | N I NEW & USED PARTS FOR BMC/LEYLAND
* MINI (All models) « MORRIS 1100 & 1300 « MOKE
* MG » SPRITE « AUSTIN 1800

SPARES &
REPAIRS

THE SUPPLY OF
RECONDITIONED
ENGINES - GEARBOXES -
CYLINDER HEADS - CV L |
JOINTS - STEERING RACKS FRSS
SU CARBURETTORS

MINI SPARES

& REPAIRS

44/2 Hoyle Avenue,
Castle Hill, NSW
Ph: (02) 9659 3314
Fax: (02) 9680 3192

™

oo {1

GEAR
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V al é George Roberts OAM

renowned and his exploits in this Australia. George and George

27 December 1900 24" August

2009 arena are sure to be told Green were on the Committee of
elsewheré including his the VSCCA when Historic
excell ent book RQEngdamesto tiheyorein 1976.

My wonderful friend Georgeo. They encouraged and participated
George Roberts passed away in His interests in the in the First #AAll
his onehundredth year. motoring arena were wide and Amar 000 . _Withol

o - of the VSCCA Committee the

George was not a member mainly included vintage and first AAI I Hi st or

of GEAR however many veteran cars. His involvement led

members will know of George or him to be President of the not have happened.

have heard of hiVeieran Cg ElgbrogAeistralia George lived in remarkable times

contributions to early motoring (VCCA) and he became the I he witnessed early flight
and the car club movement Fédération Internationale des through to man walking on the
should not be overlooked. Véhicules Anciend-1VA) moon, early motoring through to
George was one of the very early representative in Australia. He modern times, candles & gas
employees of Qantas. was leader of the dating lamps & steam power through to
committee of the VCCA and electric lights & power and the

. In the early years of the produced many of the dating list goes on! Not only did he

Vintage Sports Car Club of certificates cherished today. witness these incredible changes,

Australia George participated in
trials and rallies in his T Model ~ We all should be extremely

Ford, his 30/98 Vauxhall and his  grateful to George, as he and
DM Delage. He navigated and  George Green were the prime

was cedriver with Jack Jeffery ~ instigators of the Car Club
and they became a formidable Number Plate scheme known as

team in competition in Alpineand i Per mi t's t o Moyv eg%ﬁéotr?fé(')' F;‘?OBL‘?’E}SZ{?% eVeniP ¢

night trials. This led to George 1 Permi t's t o Mov Bt dgalgobihpseeverty o ¢y

barticipating in the early 10505 incar had to be fully registered to at6s- more he 7

the threeREDEX Trials, twice proceed onto the road. The two thert" > 'flﬂ;e e‘ég_r:_t ha%’e”Ed just

with his brother Don in a Georges approached Minister Kez i‘}r] ayb'l"[r] ‘i‘ tl |I|0n’ J eo[[ge

Standard Vanguard Spacemaster Enticknap, Minister for Transport thae sto?igslvlvgllo el ahd write

and once with Jack in a in the NSW Government, and the '

Volkswagen. result was the reduced fee to use He was a font of knowledge of
George was awarded the our cars on club rallies. This many of our cars when they were

Order Of Australia Medal (OAM) scheme has now been replaced bynew. We will miss George.

in 2003 Afor se rtRVEiSq e;n,?t; o: tti Oend g r 2 Oﬂr%ﬁn@a‘fh ogs'tooBﬂjé‘e;and
recording and preservation of CBFbﬁVJ% an d and'thel?

aviation history, and to vintage families.

and veteran car GEad§wasveyavoveslindhg . 5on, | ackey
International Motoring Rallies

Georgeos i ntqLfeSo7bs™ind 1980sin  Sydney, 9/9/2009
aeroplanes and flying are

he was part of the changes being
involved in reliability engineering

to make aeroplanes safer and
easier to navigat
memory was exceptional, he was

today.

Barry Davis

Valé

Barry Davis passed away on Saturda)27une 2009 after a long illness
family.

Barry drove the MG Special once owned by Vince Profilo and now owned by Percy Hunter. He later drove
Austin Healey.
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Driver built, raced
and won in hybrid
car

Arthur Rizzo, 1917-2009

IN THE 1940s motor racing was a
different sport. Drivers built their own
cars and made their own way to tracks.
Arthur Rizzo was known to drive his
wife, Valerie, to the race, let her out of
the car, drive in the race and collect her
again to go home.

Rizzo built his first racing car in 1946,
although he had worked on other
people's before that. Even without
Valerie, he would drive his road
registered car to the track, remove the
mudguards and decompression plate
from under the cylinder head and then
race. Sometimes there wasn't even time
to remove the plate.

Arthur Rizzo, who has died aged 91,
was born in Sydney, one of seven
children of Joseph Rizzo and his wife
Catherine Camaleri. The family had
migrated from Malta in about 1908 and
by the time Arthur was born, Joseph
owned a pool hall in Maroubra and
Catherine was working as a seamstress.
The family used to take the tram on
weekends to the new Olympia Motor
Speedway in Maroubra and Arthur was
fascinated watching drivers whoosh
around the "concrete saucer" of a track.

Arthur went to school in
Woolloomooloo then trained as a motor
mechanic. When the war started,
mechanics was an essential industry so
he stayed in Australia. Along with his
day job, he also played the piano
accordion in a band and one night met
Valerie Forrester at a dance in
Annandale. They were married in 1944,

In 1945, Rizzo started building a Riley

e Aty Rarlgg PN
35

GEAR

Special for himself. Although he was

came third. He also that year drove to

making only £7 a week, he paid £150 for Victoria for the Rob Roy Hillclimb

a Riley 1.5 engine and box, then found
there was no bell housing (part of the
transmission system) available in
Australia
or
England.
He found
a pattern
maker in
Sydney,
borrowed |
a sample
for him to
copy and
got his
housing
for £30.

|
Fora
chassis, hE:
bought an ™ =

early Arthur Rizzo
Austin 12
for the
front end
and a
Standard rear. The front was turned
upside down and welded to the rear and
for a fuel tank he brazed two fogallon
drums end to end. There was a Riley
Nine rear axle and brakes, and the front
axle was from a Bullnose Morris, turned
upside down and the kingpin eyes
reversed. There were no doors and the
tail was made from an aircraft fuel tank.
For all this, Rizzo always boasted that
the patchwork car, painted maroon,
never broke down. In its first year, he
won 20 of 25 races.

Wi,
R

in the Rizzo Riley in a Rob Roy Hill Climb.
Acknowledgement of this photo to the Victorian Historic Racing Register Archive, State

Library of Victoria. Accession Number: H2000.111/5
Image Number: pi001218

championship and on the first day
almost beat the 1-lre record. He
worked on his engine overnight and beat

the record that day. Then he put the bits
back on the car, changed the fuel and
drove home to Sydney.

After this, he sold the car because his
employer offered to pay for parts if he
could build a better car. Unfortunately,
after Rizzo had, the company sold the
car, although at least it raced well for the
new owner. Rizzo left to start his own
garage.

By 1964, Rizzo was divorced and he
met Yvonne McKeahnie, who drove for
Volkswagen in the 1964 Ampol trial.

In 1947, Rizzo raced at Bathurst. He had They were soon married and at the end

been up all night working on his engine
and reached the starting grid as the flag
dropped then took off so quickly his
helmet blew off. He was called off and
handed a toemall new helmet that
twisted his goggles so he could hardly
see, but he won the raeand ever after
claimed to have been the only driver to
have had a pit stop in the diap race.
Removing the helmet took the skin off
his forehead.

After one race at this time, Jack

Brabham, who had won, said that he was
was not used to having people in his rear

vision mirror not only getting

of 1966 the Rizzos moved to the Gold
Coast.

He ran a petrol station on Chevron
Island until 1978 and worked in
Southport until 1988 then retired.

Arthur Rizzo is survived by Yvonne,
Valerie, his children Colin, John,
Michele, Jackina and Kiara, and
grandchildren Blake, Kim, Benjamin,
Ryan, David, Danica and Thorn.

Harriet Veitch

Thanks to the Sydney Morning Herald
for this article. August 10, 2009

larger, but having the power to

T SRS i e

r d

pass him on the straight. Brabh
added that if Rizzo could get the s
bugs out of his car, he [Brabhan
would have some real competiti
in Australia.

In 1949 Rizzo went to Leyburn if= =
Queensland for the 14th
Australian Grand Prix, where he

The Rizzo Riley at GEAR on February

16th 2005 driven by Hugh Oldham
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consideration o
constitution; possible amendments
to the constitution; or the original
GEARr ai son dobetr .

The Committee is perceived by the bady
of members to represent the views
of members; not only those on the
Committee. A proposed change of
this nature should be discussed with
the broad membership in a forum

early owners of the 'LASOSBrenda's
car, was a chap named Hoskin (I think)
and he managed to bingle it in Adelaide
(where it was built) in the early 60's.
This incident received some coverage
the local press where it was noted that
Hoskin's girlfriend was an ABC report
named Pru Goward.!

n

D
=

| have the original clipping with the
LASOS history at home in Sydney

wonder if she remembers?

BlIHDA=l §1¢PmgapaHe except that
Brenda had the misfortune to break he

such as a Special General Meeting.
Pru Goward takes Richard Cardew P g

IRU D ODS LQ KLV u 6 Most of us feel that, in an ideal world,

GEAR days would have large fields

X Q

=

leg. She is recovering well but will be
on crutches for some time.

of é6dlriudiybl ed car s
period modifications. But, such cars
are not owned by a large number |of

Looking forward to returning homa -
existing members.

January see you thenCheers,
A premise for the proposed change may

oulburn MP Pru Goward put Paul Hunter. be an assumption that there is a
Gher “lead foot' down legally to significant pppulation o_f eligible _
celebrate the 10th anniversary | Dear John, c ::1 r j tt0 (\j/v GaEIAIt? o|| ng | in ot
of the Golden Era Auto Racing (GEAR) | an article on eligibility, page 17, Jul out and atten ayss long
Club that operates at the Wakefield Park glbiity, page -7, as they dondt have

2009, Issue 58 of the Gearbox it says
Terry Harrisd TR3
only be able to run under a Grandfather
clause. 1 cannot find any reference toja
Grandfather clause in the Constitution,

but, in the Constitution, 1B, (2) The club
welcomes all racing cars, sports racing
cars, sports cars and saloon racing cars
of, and truly representative of, the

latermodel cars and/or those with
a N GonPefidd Modfdatibnssudh &
position is a little inconsistent with
they fact that GEAR events are ng
races. If assumption of a large
population of eligible cars is shown
to be flawed, in this Brave New
World, GEAR days may be run (if
at all) with minimal attendance and

raceway.

The raceway attracts motoring
enthusiasts from all over Australia's
eastern seaboard to their famous-non
competitive Drive Days, including
members of the GEAR Club whose
organisation promotes the preservatig
of racing and sports cars of the 'golde

—

=]

age' (an era that ended in the early Golden Era of Australian Motor Sport support.
1960s) of Australian motor sport. up to the end of |the __é)r a in the ear/|y
) o , . Additionally, if there are a significant
"| felt | was going fast until Richard Il's Terry Harriso 1961m eé&f elififetcar@whS Wolld t S

drove!" Ms Goward said after taking &
spin with one of the Club members.

racing car? Nota Din, a grey Holden,
front engined special that has been
around since 1962. Regarding John

attend GEAR days under the new
criteria, there would likely be som

D

4 - time lag before these cars were
ARaceways such [ds | MchElshei mney@s Form a ruﬁningﬁeé‘aﬁse&fnyv&oﬂloe
great way to test your skills in a el|g|b|l|ty Committee ale-in Used to Say presumably need some preparati( n.
controlled environment where that they were VW Specials. Why haye This lag may be in the order of
safety is par amplunthesecarsldensingled out?n | y many months or some years.
place to speed." :
If Charlie Brown has a car under my If you look at the entrants list in all
understanding of the unconstitutional Groups for the last GEAR day and
Aside from providing a unique focus gn | Grandfather clause, and he dies, his car cross out those who would no
older cars, the Wakefield Park raceway | can not be used by anyone else at longer be eligible, the greatly
is a popular tourist attraction in its own | GEAR. Therefore his wife / family are depleted numbers could define the
right. left with a nil value asset. A nice way to future and financial viability of
treat a | ate membler d | ; ;
Courtesy Pru Gowar t@sgown Newsletter. BGEARA dome/considerable time.
Gil Whitehouse. At some point, as eligible cars and
drivers fade from participation, the
0 cut-off year has to be moved to a
M al I bOX GEAR tighter eligibility criteria i later year.
The Editor one member 0S| VyitrdiWion of the new criteria could
o At the August, 2009 GEAR day, there lead to the formation dfEAR
| have just read the latest '‘Gearband was considerable concern and debate (FormerlyEligible Auto Racing)
was very envious of your 10th about the proposed tighter eligibility
anniversary celebrationst must have criteria. At the outset, | have to put my _
been a great event. hand up and admit to running an Austin | Yours Sincerely,
A35 in Group B wijth the 6wrongd engine

Here is a reason why Pru Goward is
interested in historic racing: One of thg

D

GV ENTY
3900 %%.:::} 1908,
~—

GEAR

and brakes. | offer the following
observations:

These comments are written without

Ron Rogers  September 1, 2009
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