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® 

GOLDEN ERA AUTO 
RACING CLUB 

The Golden Era 
Auto Racing Club 

promotes the 

preservation of the 
racing and sports 

cars of the golden 

age of Australian  
motor sport, to the 

end of the era in 

the early 1960s. 

GEAR organises 

non-competitive 

Drive Days for 

the pleasurable 

use and 

enjoyment of the 

cars in a safe, 

regulated,  

affordable and 

social motoring 

environment. 

H 
ow great was the feeling on 

Tuesday evening after a six 

month absence swanning around 

in the jungle to return to GEAR and to 

see familiar faces, the Clubhouse, the 

GEAR flag, regular and new cars as well 

as to experience again the comradeship 

over a few cool drinks. 

 

Unfortunately extremely sad news 

greeted the early risers on Wednesday 

morning when we woke to be informed 

of the passing away of Noelene Harris.  

Hugs, Tears and Numbness gave way to 

what Noelene would have wanted so we 

kicked along with the meeting with heavy 

hearts.  At the Driverôs Briefing our 

GEAR Chaplain Richard Cormick gave a 

timely and sincere message on behalf of 

Noelene.  A minuteôs silence was 

observed and our GEAR flag remained at 

half mast all day. 

 

The dayôs driving was excellent with old 

and new drivers behaving totally in 

keeping with the GEAR philosophy and 

enjoying some great dices and friendly 

challenges. 

 

The AGM that followed the dayôs driving 

was successful in several areas. It was 
quick, the outstanding existing 

Committee was re-elected, all motions 

were passed and future agendas planned.  

The Christmas party and prize giving 

ceremony was as usual entertaining, 

lively and well patronised.  

 

Congratulation to the recipients of the 

GEAR Awards.  The Tin Star went to 

Eric Worner, the Smiley Award this year 

was awarded to two people, Marie Senior 

and June McElhinney.  The Timing 

Ladies Award went to Leigh Bowman 

and the Sprit of GEAR or Helperôs 

Award went to Barry Sainsbury. 
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Many thanks to all those who, because of 

my AWOL status where I arrived with 

sleeping bag only, provided me with food, 

clothing, beverages, sleeping equipment 

and advice.  Special thanks to Lisa for the 

loan of the Alpine for the day that provided 

me with my driving fix that I have missed 

for so long. 

 

Thanks again to all the helpers who 

assisted with the running of another 

fantastic event.  It cannot be emphasised  

enough how valuable you all are.  We 

could not run the days without you.  It is 

interesting to note that at this meeting there 

were thirty six names on our volunteer sign 

in sheet. 

 

On the following Monday a large 

contingent of GEAR members attended 

Noeleneôs funeral in Sydney to show their 

respect to one of GEARôs brightest and 

prettiest flowers.  Our thoughts and wishes 

are with Terry and family at this time. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to 

wish you all a Happy New Year and to 

thank you all for making GEAR what it is, 

a club where the people are as important as 

the cars they bring and the prime objectives 

are that we have fun being with good 
friends and that we enjoy our cars and go 

home at the end of the day with smiles on 

our faces.   

 

Finally, thank you all for having the 

confidence in me by electing me as your 

President again for 2009.  This is going to 

be a very exciting year and I am especially 

looking forward to celebrating our 10th 

anniversary on the 10th of June 

 

Have a helmet of a good day and a 

GEARful 2009. 

Prez Baz. 
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GEAR  Dates 

2009 

 

April 1 

June 10 

10th Anniversary 

August 12 

October 14 

December 2 

W 
hilst updating membership I 

came across some 

information that was worth 

sharing. The membership renewal form 

asked for information about cars that 

members were likely to bring to a 

GEAR meeting.  

 

Terry Perkins brought the newly 

restored Scarab to the last meeting. 

Barry Parsons had had his eye on this 

car but felt the asking price was too high 

at the time. One of two, it was built in 

1959 and originally powered by a 

4square Ariel motor but because of 

overheating problems a Triumph 650cc 

was fitted. The car was built by Henry 

Nehrybecki for John Lumb. Nehrybecki 

designed and built the Matich SR4 and 

several Formula 5000 cars for Frank 

Matich. 

 

Barry McMahon has a Ford 10 Special 

that he says is nearing completion now 

that other financial commitments have 

been met. He has been a member since 

the club started and attended 8 years ago 

to watch and ñit still hurts when I think 

about the opportunity that is yet to be 

realisedò. (i.e. to drive a racing car).  He 

declares that he is a Ford 10 nut and this 

car, probably built in the late 1950s, is a 

composite of Ford 10, VW and early 

Holden bits. 

 

We may see Alan Higginbothamôs Auto 

Reptilian soon also. It is his pride and 

joy.  

 

The Faux Pas has also been seen at both 

HSRCA and GEAR events in the hands 

of David Reid. 

 

Geoff Goodman mentioned that his 

Bentley was the car that was used to 

open the Wakefield Park circuit and he 

holds badge number 1 issued by Paul 

Samuels. It lacks a roll bar and is unable 

to be seen in action, though it did appear 

at GEAR in earlier days. A Type 35 

Bugatti, Healey Silverstone, Lagonda 

Rapier special and T model Ford are 

absent for the same reasons. Geoff has a 

Mercedes 190SL that he will shortly fit 

with a roll bar and make some 

appearances. 

 

There were of course some comments 

on the membership form regarding cars 

which members were likely to bring to a 

GEAR meeting such as ñif onlyò and ñI 

wishò or ñcosts have become a barrierò. 

Wouldnôt it be good if we could give 

these people a chance of a run in a car? 

And there some regular helpers that 

could also benefit by a similar gesture. 

Names can be supplied to anyone 

inclined to make an offer. 

 

Editorôs Note; 

Maybe GEAR could buy a cheap 

eligible car for this purpose, or perhaps 

it could be hired for the day by those 

whose regular car is out of action.  The 

Prez always seems to be able to come up 

with interesting cars.  I suppose there 

could be a problem with where it is kept 

and who maintains it etc.  Any ideas? 

GEARBOX BITS  

Richard Cardew 

MEMBERSHIP REMINDER 

There are some GEAR members who 

may have overlooked and so not yet 

forwarded their membership dues to 

remain current within the club. 

Would you please do this ASAP as the 

membership list is being updated and if 

your name is removed this will be your 

last newsletter. 

ORAN PARK 
Hi all, 

  

Happy New Year to all. I hope you all 

ate too much and drank too much!!! I 

know I did! 

  

Just a quick update on GEAR at Oran 

Park..... 

I couldn't get the date we wanted in July 

so I have booked WEDNESDAY MAY 

6. This is the weekend after HSRCA at 

Eastern Creek so hopefully we will still 

get the extras (not that I think we will 

need them). 

I am still waiting for confirmation about 

rollbars ... keep your fingers crossed.  

More details will follow. 

  

Lisa 

GEAR Clubhouse 

Working Bee. 

  

Yep, we need another get-together to 

help with the second stage of building at 

our Clubhouse.  

Greg Mackie has donated an awning and 

we need a few hands to put it up as well 

as a few other jobs to finish the inside. 

TUESDAY 10th FEBRUARY  - the day 

before the next GEAR meeting.  Please 

come if you can, the quicker we get it 

finished the sooner we can sit down and 

tell the usual whoppers to 

each other. 

Promise it won't be as 

cold as the last working 

bee!!!! 
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GEAR on a Tuesday 

 

Brian Franks demonstrating to Warren Tite that it is 

actually possible to markedly decrease muscle mass 

with the view to improving lap times. 

Roger, Barry, Gemma, Richard, 

June, Pat and Gil with our 

GEAR banner proudly displayed 

on our Club Room. 

Some of the Tuesday 

night attendees relaxing 

over dinner. 

Warren Tite, Brian Franks, Paddy Martin, Barry 

Sainsbury and Greg Mackie enjoying the Tuesday 

night camaraderie.  

I want what he is having! 

I t is with real sadness that we must inform you of the passing of life member Noelene 

Harris.  Throughout her illness she arranged her treatments so she could attend GEAR 

meetings and continued to lead the timing team up until the October meeting. Noelene was 

a truly beautiful person who never had a cross word for anybody.  Even during her difficult 

treatments there was always a smile and an ñIôm alrightò. We will all miss her.   Our very 

sincere sympathy goes out to Terry and family. 


